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Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR) 
 

DAR accepts military, civil and patriotic service 
performed by lineal ancestors between 19 April 1775 and 
26 November 1783 (www.dar.org has complete list) 
 
Applicants must document both service and lineage using 
primary or acceptable secondary source documents—
DAR does not accept pedigree charts, online family trees 
or UNSOURCED genealogy books (unless they are VERY 
old); they do not accept the Heritage Book articles. 
 
Approved DAR application papers can usually be used as 
proof, but can only be accessed by current members—
prospective members must go through a chapter to 
acquire applications of relatives.  The DAR Patriot Index 
(formerly a set of books) is now online and accessible to 
non-members.  Checking this is a good place to start. 
 
Chapters in Wake/Johnston Counties:   
Rand’s Mill in Garner, Caswell-Nash in Raleigh,  
Colonel Polk in Raleigh, Micajah Bullock in Raleigh, 
Samuel Johnston in Raleigh, Asbury Station in Cary,  
Yates Mill in Cary, General James Moore in Wake Forest 
Smith-Bryan in Smithfield 
(other chapters can be located at www.dar.org)  

http://www.dar.org/
http://www.dar.org/
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Using the State Library to locate acceptable service: 
 
Online sources: 
 
Ancestry.com has Revolutionary War federal pension 
applications, bounty land warrant lists, military service 
records and indexes to a number of books that contain 
names of revolutionary war soldiers and patriots (library 
has many of these books, especially for Southern states) 
 
FamilySearch.org (free site) also has many databases  
relating to the Revolution, including pay rolls; it has NC 
Revolutionary Pay Vouchers (unique to this site); patrons 
should be encouraged to look at both sites as each has 
things the other does not. 
 
Fold3.com has military service records for Continental 
Line units and other service records from the National 
Archives (some overlap with Ancestry but not entirely) 
 
NC Digital Collections (ncdcr.gov):  now has a database 
called “Troop Returns” that includes Revolutionary War 
records—it is a work in progress and is not yet 
searchable by name.  These are records held by NC. 
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Books:  the state library has MANY published works 
relating to the Revolutionary War; most are specific to 
states and counties—some for war-time residency and 
other for post-war residency; if an ancestor moved after 
the war both localities should be searched on the 
shelves.  North Carolina, Virginia, South Carolina and 
Tennessee are well-represented. 
 
One book I recommend for NC:  NC Patriots 1775-1783: 
their own words by J.D. Lewis; a 3 volume work 
containing lists of both Continental Soldiers and militia 
men whose service has been documented.  Lewis did not 
consult EVERY resource, but he consulted a lot of them, 
including pensions and state pay records.  This is a good 
book to start with. 
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Using the State Archives Search Room to locate service: 
 
I recommend checking the MARS database for names of 
men in the NC Revolutionary War Army Accounts (note:  
the library has a series of books that abstracts these 
records, but the indexing and organization are a little 
different); also use MARS to locate state land grants—
DAR accepts grants made from 1778 onward as Patriotic 
Service! (There are books for the land grants, but MARS 
is easier to use) 
 
Make sure to consult the card catalog for the NC bounty 
land warrants—J. D. Lewis does not appear to have 
consulted these records.  Remember:  the bounty lands 
were in TN, and the TN archives also has records related 
to these warrants (and they may have documents and 
information that NC does not!).  Ancestry has a database 
now that contains these records. 
 
Also, DAR accepts any civil service for the relevant time 
period, so if an ancestor did Jury Duty, served as a clerk 
of court, justice of the peace, state official, etc. he can be 
“claimed” for membership purposes.  Civil service at the 
county level is usually proven through county court 
minutes—for the 18th century many county court 
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minutes have been abstracted and published, so consult 
the book shelves first, then the microfilm. 
 
Books:  even if a patron has been to the library first, 
remember that the search room has some books that the 
library does not—both collections should be checked. 
 
Final Notes:  Proving Revolutionary War service isn’t 
always easy—many men served in the militia rather than 
the Continental Line and written records for the militia 
are often scarce.  Patrons should be encouraged to look 
at ALL ancestors that they can prove and not get fixated 
on one individual or family.  Also, patrons should be 
encouraged to look for non-military as well as military 
service—sometimes that can be easier to document. 
  



Page 7 of 14 
 

Dr. Laura C. Edwards | Lineage Societies: What You Need to Know – Handout | Jan, 29, 2018 
www.NCGenealogist.com 

 

US Daughters of 1812 
 
An organization recognizing female lineal descendants of 
soldiers, sailors, and patriots for the period from the end 
of the Revolution to the end of the second war with 
Britain (1784 to 1814).   
 
Website:  www.usdaughters1812.org has list of 
acceptable service and also has an Ancestor database 
(similar to DAR’s Patriot Index)—it is open to the general 
public. 
 
The Daughters of 1812 has similar genealogy standards 
to DAR—they do not accept pedigree charts, unsourced 
books, etc. and both lineage and service must be 
properly documented. 
 
North Carolina has five chapters:  Captain Johnston 
Blakeley Society covers Wake and surrounding counties. 
  

http://www.usdaughters1812.org/
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Using the Library to locate service 
 
Online: 
 
Fold3.com is in the process of digitizing the federal 
pensions for the War of 1812 soldiers (currently in “M”); 
this database is free; federal pensions were first awarded 
to 1812 veterans in 1871 (so most soldiers not 
represented, but still the best place to start).  Site also 
has index to the federal bounty land warrant 
applications—bounty land was given to 1812 veterans in 
1851 and 1855—so many more soldiers are here. 
 
Ancestry.com has database “U. S. War Bounty Land 
Warrants 1789 – 1858” that includes bounty lands for 
1812 veterans (this is mainly Continental soldiers and is 
just a register, no applications here). 
 
FamilySearch.org has “United States Registers of 
Enlistments in the U.S. Army 1798 – 1914”, a database 
that includes soldiers of 1812 (but regular army only, not 
militiamen). 
 
North Carolina Digital Collections has “War of 1812 Pay 
Vouchers” that covers 31 counties (out of about 50) 
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Bureau of Land Management (glorecords.blm.gov):  
patrons can use this free site run by the Dept of the 
Interior to locate certificates associated with redeemed 
federal bounty land warrants for the War of 1812; most 
warrants for this war were sold by veterans and they 
could be redeemed anywhere in the country (patrons 
should search all states for warrantees and be aware that 
the search engine does not do automatic soundex 
searches); certificates will give the name of the veteran, 
the warrant # (which leads to the application file) and the 
militia company and state in which the veteran served. 
 
Books:  the library has several indexes to the NC militia 
for the 1812 period, also Virgil White’s abstracts of the 
federal pensions—consult this for names not yet on 
fold3.com.  The Library also has books with militia lists 
from other states. 
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Using the Search Room to locate service 
 
The search room has the pay records for the War of 1812 
soldiers, but not the military service records—ALL 
military service records for NC and other states are in the 
National Archives and are currently not online anywhere 
(there are indexes on Ancestry and fold3.com but original 
records must be ordered from NARA.) 
 
Like DAR, 1812 recognizes civil service that includes Jury 
duty and any office held during the period 1784 to 1814:  
clerk of court, county sheriff, judge or JP, state officials, 
etc.   
 
Final Note:  for patrons looking to join Daughters of 
1812, remember that the organization covers a 30 year 
period.  If a patron can’t find military service against the 
British, she should be encouraged to look for earlier 
service, including civil service. 
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United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) 
 
An organization for female lineal AND collateral 
descendants of Confederate Soldiers. 
 
Proof standards similar to—but sometimes stricter 
than—DAR and 1812.  Does NOT accept pedigree charts, 
unsourced books, etc. 
 
Two chapters in Raleigh:  Captain Samuel A. Ashe and 
Johnston-Pettigrew. 
 
How to locate Confederate Service 
 
Locating Confederate service is—in some ways—easier 
than locating service for earlier wars.  Most Confederate 
military service was done in units organized by the states 
or the Confederate Government.  About 90% of the 
surviving records for these units are now held by the 
National Archives and ALL are available on fold3.com.  
Fold3.com also has a database called “Confederate 
Citizens” that has vouchers issued by the CSA for military 
supplies.   
Individual State archives hold some military records that 
are not in NARA—mainly records dealing with local units, 
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or records that were not captured by federal soldiers or 
authorities at the end of the war. 
 
All Confederate Pension records are held by the 
respective states that issued them.  All Confederate 
pensions were issued after 1880 and many states did not 
issue pensions until the 20th century.  Ancestry has 
digitized collections for some pensions and the state 
library has books for many others.  Additionally, some 
pensions are online at state archives sites (including NC, 
SC and VA).  NC pensions can be searched in the NC 
Digital Collection. 
 
To locate Confederate military service: 
 
(1) search pension applications of the state where the 
veteran resided AFTER the war—most states did not 
restrict pensions on the basis of war-time residency—but 
some did restrict pensions if the veteran (or widow) had 
not resided in the state by a certain date. States that 
issued pensions:  VA, NC, SC, GA, FL, AL, TN, KY, MS, LA, 
AR, TX, OK, MO 
 
(2) if a veteran/widow is not in the pensions, then search 
the muster roll index—the library has a set of books and 
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the National Park service has an online index 
(www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database); 
 
(3) Once the patron has a list of possibilities, they should 
consult the actual compiled service records on 
fold3.com.  To distinguish between men of same/similar 
names they should look for personal details in the 
records:  ages (not always given), place of enlistment, or 
place of residence (often found on discharge records or 
POW records).  Also, remember that relatives often 
served together, so look for groups of siblings in the 
same regiment. 
 
Tips:   
(1) many service records have misspelled names or have 
initials rather than first names—patrons should think 
“creatively” if they don’t initially see their ancestor in the 
muster roll list. 
 
(2) The Confederate States had a draft act from 1862 
onwards.  Any white male born before 1850 who lived in 
a state that seceded and was not disabled probably did 
military service—those few who are not found in military 
records were probably exempted because they were 
doing civil service and/or providing food or supplies in 
large quantities (think owners of large plantations and 

http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database
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owners/managers/skilled workers in manufacturing 
facilities).  Avoiding the draft was not very easy unless a 
man was willing to physically run away, so don’t think too 
hard about political opinions—all Confederate soldiers 
were not secessionists! 
 
(3) DO not put too much trust in the “leaves” (or 
connections) that Ancestry provides for Confederate 
service records—they are not always correct.   
 
(4) Also, I have seen modern military grave markers on 
Find-A-Grave that have the wrong service—the VA does 
not do a good job of verifying the gravestone 
applications for Civil War era markers (they assume that 
the applicant has done that). 
 
(5) Remember, if a man died in service and his widow 
remarried, she lost her eligibility for a pension.  Many 
younger war widows remarried before the end of the 
Reconstruction Era—at least 5 years before any states 
offered pensions.  Also, remember that many states had 
income requirements for pensioners—a well-to-do 
veteran might not qualify.  Probably only about 15-20% 
of Confederate soldiers have an associated pension. 


